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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at the Village Hall, Main 
Street, Bishopthorpe.  
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.03pm. 
 
Mr Mike Jones of Church Lane attended the January 2025 Parish Council meeting as a representative of the 
Charity of Thomas Annotson to discuss the poor state of repair to a small section of riverside pathway (the 
path under discussion is located between the Moorings and Bosun’s Restaurant).  Mr Jones explained he was 
attending tonight for an update.   
 
Holes in the path have been infilled with crushed brick but these form a tripping hazard to pedestrians and Mr 
Jones explained resurfacing the section would be desired outcome.  In recent years, the area surrounding 
Bosun’s Restaurant has been transformed by the new owner who has resurfaced the pathways to the 
boundary of his land.  It would be in keeping with this if the path in question could be repaired to the same 
standard.  Cllr. Johnson reported he has investigated how this could be achieved and as a starting point has 
contacted all stakeholders along the riverside to see if they are willing to make a contribution towards the 
repairs.   
 
Cllr. Johnson confirmed a contribution from the Charity of Thomas Annotson would in no way indicate a 
continuing liability for the Charity, this would be the responsibility of the landowner, the City Council.   
 
Cllr. Johnson will continue to chase this matter, reporting back to the Parish Council at a later date.  
 
Mr Jones thanked the Parish Council and left the meeting at 7.13pm. 
 
Council Members Present: 
Cllr. Harrison, Cllr. Thornton, Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Nicholls, Cllr. Astbury, Cllr. Stephen and Cllr. 
Johnson. 
 

25/123 1 Recording the Meeting 
 
The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its 
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the Openness of 
Local Government Regulations 2014.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council is committed to being open 
and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making and therefore such recording is 
permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe Parish Council. Full rules for recording 
are available from the Clerk and those people recording any meeting will be deemed to have 
accepted them whether they have read them or not.   
 
All recording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of the 
public who do not want to be recorded must be respected.  All persons recording the meeting 
are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the meeting is not part 
of the formal meeting. 
 

25/124 2 Apologies for absence.   
 
Cllr. Gajewicz  
 

25/125 3 Declarations of Interest  
 
At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have in the 
business on this agenda.  Cllr Jemison declared an interest in item 5.2.6. 
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25/126 4 Minutes of Meeting, 24th June 2025 

 
An amendment was made to item 6.1.3: from St Andrews Hall to St Andrew’s Reading Room.  
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Jemison and seconded by Cllr. Astbury .  
Carried unanimously by all who attended the meeting.  The minutes were signed by the 
Chairman. 
 

25/127 5 Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group 
  5.1 Notice of Applications received 
   5.1.1 22 Keble Park Crescent.  Single storey side and rear extension.  

25/00795/FUL.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.2 North Moor, Moor Lane.  Roof and elevational alterations to detached garage 
to provide accommodation ancillary to the dwelling house.  25/01310/FUL.  
No Objection  
 

   5.1.3 Wall of Sound, Sim Balk Lane.  Additional windows and fire door to side and 
rear and air conditioning units to rear in association with change of use from 
retail (use class E(a)) to dentist (use class E(e)).  25/00952/FUL.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.4 3 Acaster Lane.  Fell one Willow Tree in Tree Conservation Area.  
25/01328/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.5 Ebor Hotel, 24 Main Street.  Internal alterations to include reinstatement of 
wall in the Tap Room, reduction of lobby and bar servery relocated.  
25/01319/LBC.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.6 8 Main Street.  First floor front and rear extensions with dormers to create 
additional storey, single storey rear extension and porch to front.  
25/1317/FUL.  No Objection  

    
  4.5.2 Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red) 
   5.2.1 2 Myrtle Avenue.  Two storey rear extension, single storey rear extension, 

pitched roof to existing two storey side extension and conversion of garage to 
habitable space.  25/00869/FUL.  No Objection  Approved  
 

   5.2.2 Wall of Sound, 32 Sim Balk Lane.  Display of one externally illuminated 
fascia sign and one non-illuminated sign board.  25/00953/FUL.  No Objection  
Approved  
 

   5.2.3 Priory Corner, 83 Main Street.  Variation of condition two of permitted 
application 21/03501/FUL to alter the size of one outbuilding.  25/01058/LBC.  
No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.4 25/00795/FUL, 22 Keble Park Crescent. Side and rear extension. No 
Objection  Approved  
 

   5.2.5 25/00956/FUL, 46 Beech Avenue.  Single storey front extension.  No 
Objection  Approved  
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   5.2.6 25/01167/TCA, Home Farm Cottage, 81 Main Street.  Fell two magnolias (at 
rear).  Trees in Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection.  Approved  

     
  5.3 Large Householder Extension Notifications 
   5.3.1 None  
    
  5.4 Other Planning Matters 
   5.4.1 PROW – Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 – Application to record 

a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry Lane, 
Bishopthorpe – The meeting entered Part Two. 

   
25/128 6 Services 

  6.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
   6.1.1 Management Committee Report – Cllr. Thornton reported the following items 

to the meeting: 
 

• A small gang of local children have repeatedly broken into the Village 
Hall.  As a consequence the external door lock has been forced and 
the lock mechanism broken.  The cost to the Parish Council to repair 
the vandalism will be £1,250.  Additional damage was caused to the 
lift and will cost £90 to repair.  The parents of the children have 
refused to accept responsibility and will not to contribute towards the 
cost of repairs.   

• It was agreed the cost of the vandalism will be made public on the 
Parish Council Facebook page.  It will also be reiterated the hall 
toilets are not open to the general public but only to users.  Action 
Cllr Thornton  

• CCTV has been considered as a deterrent to future vandalism and  it 
was agreed the repairs to the external door should prevent unwanted 
access to the building.  (However, the door lock mechanism will not 
be linked to the fire alarm.)   

• A latch on the toilet for people with disabilities has broken, this has 
been repaired.   

• To thank the Parish Council for allowing their refurbishment 
contractors use of the Village Hall car park, the Co Op have installed 
an electric charging point outside the building and will make a further 
£1,500 donation to Parish Council funds.  The donation will be used 
to upgrade the ladies’ toilet inside the hall. 

• Cllr. George confirmed a new webpage, on the Parish Council’s 
website, has been set up for the Village Hall.  

 
   6.1.2 New Risk Management document – Nothing to report. 
    
  6.2 Sports and Leisure Management Committee 
   6.2.1 Management Committee Report – Cllr. Johnson gave the following report to 

the meeting: 
 

• The Committee handover process is complete. 
• The doors have been painted and the lock on the toilet for people with 

disabilities will be repaired.   
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• The water heater in kitchen is leaking.  Quotes are being chased by 
Cllr. Johnson for the repair.   

• A user group meeting is to be arranged shortly, which will include an 
invitation to Bishopthorpe Scouts.  

• Cllr. Thornton confirmed she will, with the help of other Councillors, 
tidy the main room during Playgroup’s summer break to allow 
Bishopthorpe Cricket Club to use the space for cricket teas.   

• A copy of the asbestos report has been sent to Jonathan Rix, Chair of 
Bishopthorpe Preschool, at his request.   
 

   6.2.2 Bishopthorpe Cricket Club – Cllr. Thornton and Cllr. Harrison recently visited 
the architects to discuss the Sports Pavilion project.  The architects will 
produce a Feasibility Study in time for display on the Parish Council’s stall at 
Bishopthorpe Festival in September. 

    
  6.3 Finance Committee 
   6.3.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report  
     
  6.4 Leases 
   6.4.1 Update – The meeting entered Part Two. 
     
  6.5 Youth Support and Children’s Recreation 
   6.5.1 Monthly Park inspection – Cllr. Stephen undertook the park inspection for July 

and reported the birch tree has been trimmed.  Sand is needed to top up the 
sandpit and a wooden border needs to be repaired to contain it .   
 
The bag was passed to Cllr. Johnson for the upcoming month. 

    
  6.6 Allotments 
   6.6.1 Monthly report – Cllr. George reported three new people have been added to 

the waiting list bringing the total to fifteen. 
     
  6.7 Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues 
   6.7.1 Monthly Report – A report was circulated to all Councillors before the meeting 

detailing how Vernon House could be used differently in the future - with the 
long-term aim to make the building more attractive to new users.  The first 
step to achieving this would be to modernise the internal furnishings.  
 
The chairs are very well used and look tired.  It was agreed fifteen chairs will 
be taken from the Village Hall to Vernon House to replace the current stock. 
Eight new armchairs may be purchased (depending on cost) along with new 
curtains.  Cllr. Stephens offered to look into available grant funding to 
purchase these.   
 
Cllr. Astbury and Cllr. Stephen have arranged a visit from the Fire Department 
to ensure the building meets all legal requirements.  The fire equipment is 
tested bi-annually by Advance Fire Services and is fully compliant. 
 
Cllr. Astbury reported the Committee is seeking to hold an Open Day to 
advertise the building to villagers.  This will be before the end of the year.   
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Permission was granted for the purchase of a First Aid box.  
 

   6.7.2 New Risk Management document – The document will be finalised following 
the visit from the Fire Department. 

    

  6.8 Web Site Management 
   6.8.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. George reported the website is up to date.  A new page 

has been created for the Community Orchard which will be administered 
externally.  It was agreed Bishopthorpe History Group could also have space 
on the Parish Council’s website but they must take responsibility to 
administer the content.  Additionally, links have now been added to the crime 
statistics and police reporting page.   
 
Little Green Rascals Nursery contacted the Parish Council to ask if they could 
advertise on the site.  It was agreed no commercial content will be allowed on 
the Parish Council’s website.  Cllr. Harrison offered to contact the group to 
direct them to the Community Facebook page or Link Magazine.   

    
  6.9 Bishopthorpe Library 
   6.9.1 Monthly update – Nothing to report.   
    
  6.10 Environmental and Sustainability 
   6.10.1 Monthly Report – Nothing to report  
    
  6.11 Community Emergency Planning 
   6.11.1 Monthly Update – Nothing to report.   
    
  6.12 Bishopthorpe Orchard 
   6.12.1 Committee Update – By report before the meeting Cllr. Gajewicz confirmed 

she met with Morwenna Christian who showed her around the orchard. Cllr. 
Gajewicz has arranged to go to the site on a monthly basis for an update.   

     
25/129 7 Financial Transactions 

 
  7.1 Payments to approve  
   7.1.1 Cheque / Direct Debit payments 
   Amounts paid   
   H3G – Internet provision – Vernon House  15.60 
   GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions – Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00 
   B-Online – Internet provision Village Hall  32.34 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36) 306.44 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196) 264.17 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FO) 619.54 
   HMRC – Employers’ PAYE 211.95 
   Ecotricity – Vernon House electricity supply 95.36 
   Total Amount paid £1,569.40 
     
   7.1.2 On-Line Banking payments 
   Amounts paid  
   Clerk’s Salary 888.00 
   Clerk’s Expenses  0.00 
   M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager 437.50 
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   Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses 13.05 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker  250.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses 0.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning 120.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses  0.00 
   Advance Fire Services – Village Hall inspection 109.80 
   Advance Fire Services – Vernon House inspection  78.60 
   Advance Fire Services – Sports Pavilion  inspection  70.56 
   Cllr. Harrison – refund for Sensory Garden plants 89.73 
   York Elevator Services – repairs to broken lift 132.00 
   BT Internet fee (Clerk’s computer) Quarter April to June  99.43 
   Bear Tree Care – Hedge cutting – Ferry Lane & Acaster Lane 800.00 
   Roadway Traffic Management – Festival road closure  835.72 
   Yorkshire Local Councils Association Course fee – Parish Halls, Cllr. Thornton  10.00 
   Sports Turf Services (York) Ltd – Grass cuts of sports field 156.00 
   Ainsty Landscapes – 8 cuts of cricket ground (15/5 to 3/7) 720.00 
   City of York Council  - Waste Collection Village Hall  84.60 
   City of York Council  - Waste Collection Sports Pavilion  77.84 
   Cllr. George – Refund for door latch for Village Hall  9.95 
   Andrew’s Garden Services  Play Area grass cuts (paid 26/6) 460.00 
   On-line payment total 5,442.78 
   Payment Total    £7,012.18 
     
  7.2 Income Receipts  
   Amounts Received   
   Village Hall rental income 2,113.24 
   Sports Pavilion field rental income: L Wakefield 48.00 
   Vernon House income – June 291.50 
   Vernon House income – July 368.00 
   Playgroup Quarter end rent 1,300.00 
     
   Total Income £4,120.74 
   

Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr. Astbury  and seconded by Cllr George.  
Carried Unanimously.   
 

25/130 8 School Governors 
  8.1 Infants School – Nothing to report. 

 

  8.2 Junior School – Nothing to report. 
    

25/131 9 Gordon Watkins Community Award 
  9.1 Committee Report – Cllr. Thornton offered to invite nominations for the award on the 

Community Facebook page.  Nominations will be open to all ages and both individuals 
and groups can be nominated.  The Parish Council will choose the winner who will be 
awarded a £150 prize. 

    
25/132 10 Pinfold 

  10.1 Committee Report – Cllr. Harrison will contact Simon Sykes to see if the loose bricks 
can be secured.  Action Cllr Harrison. 
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25/133 11 Sensory Garden 

  11.1 Committee Report – A replacement trowel (at a cost of £8.99) will be paid for by the 
Parish Council for Mrs Harrison, who looks after the Sensory Garden. 
 

  11.2 Mosaic repairs – Cllr. Thornton has found a supplier who will create a bespoke mosaic 
design in kit form.  The cost of the kit is approximately £150.  Cllr. Thornton suggested 
the kit could be part of the Parish Council’s stall at the Festival when villagers will be 
invited to participate in creating a new mosaic for the Sensory Garden.  Once a new 
concrete base has been laid the mosaic can be placed on top and sealed with resin.   

    
25/134 12 Police Liaison 

  12.1 Ward Manager’s Report – Cllr. George reported the total number of crimes reported for 
May 2025 are as follows: Anti- Social Behaviour 1, ‘other theft’ 1, public order 1, 
shoplifting 1 and violence 7. 

    
25/135 13 Local Council Association  

  13.1 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Cllr. Harrison confirmed he will attend the 
talking tables meeting at Thirsk Racecourse on the 16th October.   
 
There may be a power-shift between Town and Parish Councils in the near future with 
Parish Councils asked to take on more responsibilities.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council  
has already taken on Vernon House from the City Council and will find it difficult to 
accept more responsibility in the future if the budget and staff levels remain 
unchanged.    
 

  13.2 White Rose update – Cllr. Thornton reported the agreement to hold remote meetings / 
hybrid meetings has still not been passed through parliament.  This type of meeting 
would not be suitable for Bishopthorpe as it would be costly to set up and the question 
of how the public could attend such a meeting remains unanswered.   

   
25/136 14 Highway Matters 

  14.1 Celkom Transport Ltd Operations – Cllr. Harrison reported there is no update on 
Celkom.  The lorries have been seen in the village during school hours: this is contra to 
their original verbal promise.  The Parish Council has sought agreement in writing but it 
is understood the Company is seeking legal advice before making a written 
commitment.   
 

  14.2 Email from June Hutt regarding the recording of speeding lorries – Cllr. Harrison 
confirmed contact details are on Facebook.  

    
25/137 15 Correspondence 

  15.1 City of York not covered elsewhere 
 

   15.1.1 None 
     
  15.2 Others  
   15.2.1 Copmanthorpe Parish Council: Blister pack recycling, invitation to the 

recycling facility in Hull and to join the scheme. – The Councillors agreed they 
are interested in joining  a scheme but felt that if the recycling box was in 
Copmanthorpe doctor’s surgery it would not be used by Bishopthorpe 
residents. The Councillors also baulked at paying £1k a year to join the 
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Copmanthorpe  recycling scheme.  It was agreed contact should be made 
directly to the recycling centre in Hull to see if there could be a better way of 
participating.  Cllr. Stephen and Cllr. Astbury were asked to investigate this.  
Action Cllr. Stephen and Cllr. Astbury.   
 

   15.2.2 York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority: Residents of York and North 
Yorkshire encouraged to tune in to special Online Public Meeting to have their 
say – Noted  

     
25/138 16 Ward Committee – Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr. Nicholls: 

 
• A survey into the provision of community transport is to be conducted.   
• The issue regarding the noxious smell periodically permeating Bishopthorpe is 

continuing.  Yorkshire Water has been contacted and asked to investigate.   
• First Bus 11 will only stop at Stonebow by request.   
• Maple Avenue is currently being resurfaced with Keble Park on the list for 2026/27. 
• Cllr Nicholls is personally cleaning the kerb side corner on Acaster Lane.  Any help with 

the task would be gratefully received.   
• The drain outside number 4 Acaster Lane has been reported as it was failing. 
• The new Ward Budget for 2024/25 has been agreed at  £6,187.  Applications for funding 

can be made by contacting Ward Councillor, Michael Nicholls directly.   
    

25/139 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local Government 
Act 1972 
 

• Cllr. George was given permission to order a new set of pads for the defibrillator at a 
cost of £130.   

 
25/140 18 Date and time of next meeting – Tuesday, 26th August 2025 at 7pm at the Village Hall.  

 
Meeting closed at 21.02 pm  


