
BISHOPTHORPE   PARISH   COUNCIL 2917 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 24th June 2025 at the Village 
Hall, Main Street, Bishopthorpe.  
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.00pm. 
 
Council Members Present: 
Cllr. Harrison, Cllr. Thornton, Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Nicholls, Cllr. Gajewicz, Cllr. Astbury, 
Cllr. Stephen (from 7.09pm) . 
 

25/105 1 Recording the Meeting 
 
The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its 
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the 
Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council is 
committed to being open and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making 
and therefore such recording is permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council. Full rules for recording are available from the Clerk and those people 
recording any meeting will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have read 
them or not.   
 
All recording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of 
the public who do not want to be recorded must be respected.  All persons recording 
the meeting are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the 
meeting is not part of the formal meeting. 
 

25/106 2 Apologies for absence.   
 
Cllr. Johnson  
 

25/107 3 Declarations of Interest  
 
At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have 
in the business on this agenda.  Cllr. Jemison declared an interest in item 5.1.2.  
 

25/108 4 Minutes of Meeting, 27th May 2025 and Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council 27th May 2025. 
 
Acceptance of the ordinary minutes and the Annual Meeting minutes was proposed by 
Cllr George and seconded by Cllr Jemison.  Carried unanimously by all who attended 
the meeting.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 
 

25/109 5 Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group 
  5.1 Notice of Applications received 
   5.1.1 Priory Corner, 83 Main Street.  Variation of condition two of permitted 

application 21/03501/FUL to alter the size of one outbuilding.  
25/01058/LBC.  No Objection.  
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   5.1.2 Home Farm Cottage, 81 Main Street.  Fell two magnolias (at rear).  
Trees in Tree Conservation Area.  25/01167/Tree Conservation Area.  
No Objection.  

    
  4.5.2 Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red) 
   5.2.1 1 Lamplugh Crescent.  Enlarged dormers to front and rear.  

25/00470/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.2 38 Keble Park North.  Single storey side extension and conversion of 
garage to habitable space.  25/00692/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.3 The Co Operative Food, 27 Main Street.  Display one internally 
illuminated fascia sign and one internally illuminated hanging sign.  
25/00779/ADV.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.4 25 The Coppice.  Single storey rear and front extensions after removal 
of the conservatory.  25/00313/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.5 12 Keble Park North.  Two storey rear extension, single storey front and 
side extensions, hardstanding to frontage and dropped kerb.  
25/00563/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.6 14 Lang Road.  Two and single storey side extensions, single storey 
rear extension and detached garden room to rear.  25/00437/FUL.  No 
Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.7 10b Newlands Road.  25/01130/Tree Preservation Order – 5 day 
notice for emergency tree work.   
 

  5.3 Large Householder Extension Notifications 
   5.3.1 None  
    
  5.4 Other Planning Matters 
   5.4.1 PROW – Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 – Application to 

record a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry 
Lane, Bishopthorpe – The meeting entered Part Two.   

   
25/110 6 Services 

  6.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
   6.1.1 Management Committee Report – Cllr. Thornton confirmed she will 

hold a meeting with the Caretaker to discuss general issues in the hall.   
 
Cllr Stephen entered meeting at 7.09pm 
 

   6.1.2 Update to Risk Management document – The document was updated 
by Cllr. Thornton and then reviewed and adopted by Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council. 
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   6.1.3 St Andrew’s Reading Room Trustee Dispensation Request – Cllr. 
Astbury signed the document.  

    
  6.2 Sports and Leisure Management Committee 
   6.2.1 Management Committee Report – Cllr. Nicholls reported the following 

items: 
 

• Cllr. Johnson, the new Committee Chairman, has been 
introduced to user groups.   

• The lock has fallen out of the fire door.  Playgroup offered to call 
out a locksmith to repair this.   

• The building works are nearing completion. 
• Alterations are to be made to the Referees/Umpires room 

create more storage for tables.   
• Bishopthorpe Festival – the Committee has asked permission 

for the fair lorries to park in the Sports Pavilion car park (as in 
previous years) the night before the event on Saturday 13th 
September.  However, it will not be possible this year as there is 
a cricket match on the same day with an evening barbeque.  Cllr 
Harrison will contact the Festival team to let them know the car 
park is not available.  

 
   6.2.2 New Risk Management document – Nothing to report.   

 
   6.2.3 Bishopthorpe Cricket Club - Feasibility Study, cost £1,500 - Cllr. 

Thornton, Bishopthorpe Cricket Club acting Club Chair, explained the 
Cricket Club struggled to survive post-Covid.  The loss of the club to 
Ferry Lane would have serious implications for land use and a 
campaign was set up to support the club.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council 
donated £3,000 to help the club survive and two Parish Councillors 
joined their Committee.  In 2024 the club established a ten year 
development plan which was accepted by the ECB and endorsed by 
the Parish Council.  This includes a long term plan for a new cricket 
pavilion to be built nearer the playing field boundary.   
 
A significant amount of new initiatives were undertaken during the last 
season and as a consequence the Club now find themselves in a 
position where they are growing quicker than the current infrastructure 
allows.  To accommodate their growth and their future plans, the 
following options have been proposed: 
 

1. Retain the existing facilities with some changes to operations. 
2. Bishopthorpe Cricket Club to build a new pavilion on the cricket 

boundary. 
3. Parish Council to support a broader development plan for the 

existing Sports Pavilion site.   
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The options were discussed at length with the merits of each debated.  
It was agreed it would become a more attractive, useful facility if the 
space became a multi-sport facility.  As one of the main users of the 
site, it is understood Bishopthorpe Playgroup is struggling to attract 
numbers and this poses issues for the future should the group cease.  
By creating a multi-use sports venue  this may future proof the facility.   
 
Cllr. Thornton advised Vincent and Partners (a village architect 
company) has offered to undertake the initial feasibility study for 
options 2 and 3.  The cost of this would be £1,500.  Bishopthorpe 
Cricket Club has offered to pay £750 towards this cost but are asking  
the Parish Council to pay the remainder.   
 
It was concluded that to move this proposal forward the first stage 
would be to obtain a set of profession architect plans, therefore,  Cllr 
Thornton proposed a 50/50 split on cost of £1,500 between 
Bishopthorpe Cricket Club and the Parish Council.  This was seconded 
by Cllr Harrison and agreed unanimously.   
 

   6.2.4 Email from Jonathon Rix, Bishopthorpe Pre-School: Ferry lane building, 
preschool asbestos register – Jonathan Rix, Trustee of Bishopthorpe 
Playgroup, contacted the Parish Council asking for a copy of the 
asbestos report for the building.  Cllr. Nicholls offered to email this.  
Action Cllr Nicholls  

     
  6.3 Finance Committee 
   6.3.1 Committee Report – Cllr. Harrison reported the National Association of 

Local Councils has confirmed it is now legal for Parish Councils to hold 
hybrid meetings i.e. a mixture of attendees over the internet and in 
person.  However, Cllr. Harrison discouraged Bishopthorpe Parish 
Council from holding meetings this way, as the extra equipment 
required would be  very costly.   
 

   6.3.2 The following policies were reviewed and adopted by Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council : (1) Sexual Harassment Policy, (2) Risk Assessment 
Policy and (3) Data Breach Policy.  These will be published on the 
Parish Council’s website.  Action Clerk.   

     
  6.4 Leases 
   6.4.1 Update – The meeting entered PART TWO.   
     
  6.5 Youth Support and Children’s Recreation 
   6.5.1 Monthly Park inspection – Cllr Stephen had the inspection bag for the last 

month and reported little litter.  The bag was kept by Cllr Stephen for the 
upcoming month.   

    
  6.6 Allotments 
   6.6.1 Monthly report – Nothing to report.   
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  6.7 Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues 
   6.7.1 Monthly Report – A meeting between the new Committee and the 

Caretaker was held recently; the outcome of which was an agreement 
to promote the building as a meeting space open to all ages, although 
it was likely to preclude Children’s parties.  The Committee are looking 
to arrange an open day to promote the venue and will advertise the date 
(when agreed) in Link Magazine.   
 
Cllr. Astbury commented the chairs and curtains are showing their age 
and wondered if there may be funds available from the Ward 
Committee to update these.  There are also issues with overgrown  
brambles at the side of the house.  The caretaker offered to ask one of 
the users (who upkeeps the garden space) to see if he can cut these 
back.  If not, Cllr. Astbury agreed to contact the City Council to ask 
them to clear the area.   
 
Cllr. Jemison reported the wooden bench for the front of the building 
has been delivered and will be installed shortly.   
 
Cllr. Harrison reiterated a £2 per person booking fee was confirmed at 
the recent AGM.   
 

   6.7.2 New Risk Management document – Nothing to report. 
    
  6.8 Web Site Management 
   6.8.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. George confirmed the web site is up to date.   

 
A question was asked of the Councillors whether they would like to 
initiate multi-factor authentication for their emails.  The consensus of 
opinion was ‘no’.   
 
Cllr. Thornton asked if Bishopthorpe.net webpage could be shut down 
as all the information on the site is out of date.  Cllr. George offered to 
contact the administrator.  Action Cllr George  

     
  6.9 Bishopthorpe Library 
   6.9.1 Monthly update – At the recent AGM it was reported the windows fund 

has now reached the total of £6,800 (against a £12,000 target).  £400 of 
the total was raised from the Quiz night and the Murder Mystery event.   
 
There will be a retro-games event in the library on the 12th July from 12 
noon to 4pm.  Everyone is invited.   

    
  6.10 Environmental and Sustainability 
   6.10.1 Monthly Report – Nothing to report. 
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  6.11 Community Emergency Planning 
   6.11.1 Monthly Update – Details were checked by Cllr Nicholls to ensure the 

emergency plan contact numbers and emails were up to date. 
    
  6.12 Bishopthorpe Orchard 
   6.12.1 Committee Update – Cllr Gajewicz has contacted Mrs Christian, the 

founder of the orchard.  
     

25/111 7 Financial Transactions 
 

  7.1 Payments to approve  
   7.1.1 Cheque / Direct Debit payments 
   Amounts paid   
   H3G – Internet provision – Vernon House  15.60 
   GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions – Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36) 306.44 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196) 227.41 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FO) 619.54 
   Ecotricity – Vernon House electricity supply 575.60 
     
   Total Amount paid £1,768.59 
     
     
   7.1.2 On-Line Banking payments 
   Amounts paid  
   Clerk’s Salary 888.00 
   Clerk’s Expenses (postage for audit) 3.45 
   M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager 437.50 
   Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses 0.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker  250.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses 0.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning 120.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses  0.00 
   Sports Turf Services Ltd – Grass cutting cricket field, Ferry Lane 234.00 
   Playdale – repairs following annual inspection  775.15 
   A Powell – Sensory Garden gate locking (March to June 2025) 273.00 
   Ashfield Leisure – replacement bark for Play Area  1,008.00 
   Big N bouncy castle hire – for cricket fun day  160.00 
   T Loach – payment to Internal Auditor  75.00 
   Refund to Cllr. Harrison: plants for Sensory Garden & Village Hall  68.45 
   On-line payment total 4,292.55 
   Payment Total    £6,061.14 
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  7.2 Income Receipts  
   Amounts Received   
   Village Hall rental income 1,914.52 
   Annual Moorings Rent (Mr Loftus) 1,750.00 
   Allotment rent AC9b 10.00 
   White Rose Football club annual precept 700.00 
   Total Income £4,374.52 
     
   

Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr Thornton  and seconded by Cllr 
Gajewicz .  Carried Unanimously.   
 

25/112 8 School Governors 
  8.1 Infants School – Cllr Nicholls reported the school held an excellent summer fair.  

 
  8.2 Junior School – Nothing to report. 
    

25/113 9 Gordon Watkins Community Award 
  9.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report.   
    

25/114 10 Pinfold 
  10.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report.   
    

25/115 11 Sensory Garden 
  11.1 Committee Report – Cllr. Harrison reported new plants have been purchased for 

the garden.  More bark is to be purchased to top dress the soil and prevent 
weeds growing.   
 

  11.2 Mosaic repairs – Cllr. Thornton offered to investigate how the making of a new 
mosaic could be included on the Parish Council stand at Bishopthorpe Festival.    

    
25/116 12 Police Liaison 

  12.1 Ward Manager’s Report – Cllr. George reported seven crimes were reported for 
April 2025 as follows:  
2 Anti- Social Behaviour   
1‘other theft’ 
3 violence and  
1 shop lifting crime.    

    
25/117 13 Local Council Association  

  13.1 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Cllr. Harrison reported no recent 
meeting.   
 

  13.2 White Rose updates – Cllr. Harrison commented Doncaster / Sheffield airport 
could be re-opening next year.   
 

  13.3 Important Notice - Neighbourhood Plans – emailed to all 17/6 – Noted. 
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25/118 14 Highway Matters 
  14.1 Celkom Transport Ltd Operations – Cllr. Harrison reported he has written to 

Luke Charters MP regarding his meeting with Celkom. It was noted the amount 
of lorry traffic from this company has increased in Bishopthorpe and they 
appear to be using the village at school times when they originally agreed not to.   

    
25/119 15 Correspondence 

  15.1 City of York not covered elsewhere 
 

   15.1.1 None 
     
  15.2 Others  
   15.2.1 Email from York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority : “Public 

urged to have their say to make York and North Yorkshire safer for all.” 
– Noted  

     
25/120 16 Ward Committee – Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr. 

Nicholls: 
 

• At the recent Ward Committee meeting, community transport was discussed.  
The scheme will be established in the village shortly.  

• First Bus No 11 bus has gone hourly – but not in a good way.  Friday times are 
different to the Monday to Thursday timetable and Saturday times are different 
again.  The timetable inconsistency is causing serious issues.  Cllr. Nicholls has 
raised this with First Bus and asked for the timetable to be simplified. 

• The village continues to be evaded by a noxious smell – more frequently this 
year than ever before.  Cllr. Nicholls has raised this with the Environment 
Agency, Yorkshire Water and the City Council.  Residents are urged to record 
future occurrences by noting the time, date and wind direction.  The evidence 
can then be presented for action.   

• The boundary commission is reviewing the wards for the City of York Council.  
Bishopthorpe is recommended to stay as it is with one representative.   

• 21st July – Maple Avenue is to be resurfaced.  This is only one of seven roads in 
the City of York which will be resurfaced this year and is the result of persistent 
effort made by the Ward Councillor Cllr. Nicholls on behalf of Bishopthorpe.  

• The new Ward Budget for 2025/26 has been agreed at  £6,187.  Applications for 
funding can be made by contacting Ward Councillor, Michael Nicholls, on 
cllr.mnicholls@york.gov.uk   

    
25/121 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local 

Government Act 1972 
 

• The vacancy on Parish Council is to be advertised.   
 

25/122 18 Date and time of next meeting – Tuesday, 22nd July 2025 at 7pm at the Village Hall.  
 
Meeting closed at 9.00 pm  
 

mailto:cllr.mnicholls@york.gov.uk

