
BISHOPTHORPE   PARISH   COUNCIL 2873 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 25th February 2025 at the 
Village Hall, Main Street, Bishopthorpe.  
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.02 pm. 
 
Jenny Lever of Keble Park Crescent attended the meeting to request permission for her daughter to 
use the garden area behind Vernon House to train her dog.  Mrs Lever explained her daughter 
competes in dog agility competitions and will represent Wales in the World Agility Open tournament 
to be held in Holland in May 2025.  Some small (invaluable) pieces of equipment will be left overnight 
in the garden - under the hedge so they do not obstruct other users.  The dog is very well trained to 
competition standards and will not use the garden as a toilet.  It is envisaged the garden will be used 
up to an hour every other day, probably late afternoon or early evening once the days lengthen.   
 
Cllr. Harrison confirmed the Parish Council and the Caretaker of Vernon House have no objection to 
Mrs Lever’s daughter using the garden of Vernon House to train her dog for the competition.  Mrs 
Lever thanked the Parish Council for their decision.  
 
Mr Mike Jones of Church Lane explained he was attending the meeting, as a representative of the 
Charity of Thomas Annotson, to receive an update for the point raised in the January meeting 
concerning the poor state of a small section of the riverside pathway.   
 
Since the January meeting of the Parish Council Cllr. Harrison explained the City Council confirmed 
the pathway will be included in a newly designated Public Right of Way (PROW) falling under their 
control.  The Charity (who own the riverbank and the adjacent field) has the responsibility to ensure 
there are no obstructions on the path but the local Highway Authority (City of York Council) are  
responsible for surface maintenance.  It was noted that holes in the middle of the path have been 
filled with broken bricks and crushed stone but pedestrians can safely walk down the edges.   Cllr. 
Harrison offered to raise the issue with the City Council Map Officer at their upcoming meeting to 
press for timely repairs but it must be remembered the PROW is for pedestrians only.  Mr Jones 
thanked the Parish Council for its help and left the meeting at 7.16pm.   
 
Mrs Lever remained to observe the February Parish Council meeting.   
 
Council Members Present: 
Cllr. Harrison (Chair), Cllr. Thornton, Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Gajewicz, Cllr. Astbury,  
Cllr. Green (from 7.39pm) and Cllr. Stephen. 
 

25/19 1 Recording the Meeting 
 
The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its 
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the 
Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council is 
committed to being open and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making 
and therefore such recording is permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council. Full rules for recording are available from the Clerk and those people 
recording any meeting will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have read 
them or not.   
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All recording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of 
the public who do not want to be recorded must be respected.  All persons recording 
the meeting are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the 
meeting is not part of the formal meeting. 
 

25/20 2 Apologies for absence.   
 
Cllr. Johnson and Cllr. Nicholls  
 

25/21 3 Declarations of Interest  
 
At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have 
in the business on this agenda.  Cllr. Astbury and Cllr. Thornton declared an interest in 
item 6.2.2 
 

25/22 4 Minutes of Meeting, 21st January 2025 
 
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Jemison and seconded by Cllr. 
Astbury.  Carried unanimously by all who attended the meeting.  The minutes were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

25/23 5 Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group 
  5.1 Notice of Applications received 
   5.1.1 The Vicarage, 48 Church Lane.  Fell five dead trees (T1-T6) and two 

predominantly dead trees (T158, T159); draw back branches of one 
Holly (T156) to clear garage up to 2m and to remove old stubs; draw 
back branches of one Western Red Cedar (T157) to clear garage up to 
2m - trees in a conservation area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.2 13 Sim Balk Lane.  Single storey rear extension.  25/00068/FUL.  No 
Objection  
 

   5.1.3 14 Montague Road.  Single storey rear extension.  25/00197/FUL.  No 
Objection  
 

   5.1.4 32 Main Street.  Crown reduce three Yew trees down to three metres 
in height.  25/00260/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.5 Middlethorpe Hall.  Fell one Cedar Tree protected by Tree 
Preservation Order number four.  25/00258/Tree Preservation Order  
No Objection  
 

   5.1.6 Brew House Cottage, Bishopthorpe Road.  Erection of picket fencing 
to Southwestern boundary.  25/00210/FUL.  No Objection  
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   5.1.7 Brew House Cottage, Bishopthorpe Road.  External works to include 
the erection of picket fencing to Southwestern boundary.  
25/00211/LBC.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.8 3 Acaster Lane.  Draw back one limb from one Lime tree up to two 
metres away from neighbouring property - protected by Tree 
Preservation Order no. 7/1980.  25/00288/Tree Preservation Order.  No 
Objection  

    
  4.5.2 Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red) 
   5.2.1 28 Keble Park North. Two storey side extension.  24/02105/FUL.  No 

Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.2 Arndene, Moor Lane.  Erection of one detached dwelling following 
demolition of a pair of semi-detached houses (resubmission).  
24/02171/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved 
 

   5.2.3 Land Comprising Part Agricultural Field South of Moor Lane, 
Bishopthorpe.  Erection of an agricultural barn.  24/00113/FUL.  No 
Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.4 Land to South of Sim Balk Lane.  Erection of one hundred and 
fourteen dwellings with access, open space, landscaping and 
sustainable drainage.  24/00129/FULM.  Objection.  Refused. 
 

   5.2.5 The Laurels, 44 Sim Balk Lane.  Fell two (species unknown) dead trees 
('L', 'M'), one Ash ('G'), 1 group of Elders ('I'), two Elders ('U', 'V'), one  
Forsythia and prune thirteen trees ('A', 'B', 'C', 'D', 'E', 'F', 'H', 'J', 'K', 'P', 
'R', 'S', 'T') as per submitted specifications. Planting of sixteen Laurel 
shrubs and fourteen Hornbeam - trees in a conservation area.  
24/02349/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.6 50 Church Lane.  25% crown reduction of one Silver Birch (near 
garden) – tree in Tree Conservation Area.  24/02058/Tree Conservation 
Area.  No Objection.  Approved  
 

   5.2.7 Church View, 52 Church Lane.  20% crown reduction of four 
Jacquemontii Birch and up to 1.5m lateral branch reduction over 
neighbouring property (rear garden) – trees in Tree Conservation Area.  
24/02059/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection.  Approved 
 

   5.2.8 20 Main Street.  Crown reduction of Ash/Sycamore group of five trees 
in rear garden (TG1) as per submitted specification – trees in Tree 
Conservation Area.  24/02254/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection.  
Approved  
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   5.2.9 1 Ferry Lane.  Re-pollard one lime tree in the rear garden  Tree in Tree 
Conservation Area.  24/02296/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection 
Approved  

     
  5.3 Large Householder Extension Notifications 
   5.3.1 None. 
    
  5.4 Other Planning Matters 
   5.4.1 PROW – Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 – Application to 

record a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry 
Lane, Bishopthorpe – Despite over 50 people recording that they have 
used a path over the Old St Andrew’s Churchyard without restriction 
for over 20 years the  Government Planning Inspectorate has refused 
the application to record a PROW from Chantry Lane to Ferry Lane in 
the Final Order dated 12th February 2025.  The principal reason given 
for his decision was that there was no concrete evidence that the same 
footpath had been used for the whole 20 years.   
 
The Inspector therefore concluded that the  path had changed over 
time but did comment that ‘Whilst it is apparent that there is some 
support for this path being designated as a public footpath, I am 
unable to reach my decision on the basis of what may be a desirable 
outcome’. 
 
However, in the same order it was proposed to add two footpaths (from 
Ferry Lane to just beyond Naburn Bridge), which form one continuous 
route, to the definitive map.   
 
Mrs Lever left the meeting at 7.24pm 
 
The meeting entered PART TWO.   
 

   5.4.2 City of York Council  Local Plan Inspectors’ Report – Cllr. Harrison 
commented there will be pressure on put on the development of Green 
Belt land under the Local Plan proposals.  The Parish Council should 
be alert to new planning applications, which may take advantage of a 
change in (local or national) policy to the detriment of the character of 
the village.   

   
25/24 6 Services 

  6.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
   6.1.2 Management Committee Report – The following report was given:  

 
• The main floor in the hall has been sanded and resealed by 

Flooring Contracts Ltd to an extremely high standard.  Cllr. 
Stephen was thanked for arranging and overseeing this job.   

• To try and prevent damage to the new floor, users are to be 
instructed to not enter the building by the Fire Door.  Sports 
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groups will be monitored to ensure equipment is not dragged 
across the newly varnished surface, which causes damage.   

• The annual gas inspection has been undertaken by Andy Mills 
Plumbing.  Although the boiler passed all tests, it was noted it is 
aging and if it breaks down again, replacement was 
recommended.   

• Cllr. Thornton reported a recent flood in the gents’ toilet 
resulted in water flowing out of the main door overnight.  The 
result of this was an exceptionally high Business Stream (water) 
bill for the last quarter (£1,559.83).  The leak was repaired 
immediately upon detection.   

• The Coop confirmed they wish to place a 7x5m cabin in the 
Village Hall car park for five weeks at the end of July when the 
main shop is being refurbished.  This is to provide the village 
with necessary items during the closure period.  It was agreed 
the cabin can be placed at the top of the car park in front of the 
bicycle racks.  The Coop will install an external metered 
electricity supply and have agreed to take photographs of the 
tarmac area, with a promise to repair any damage caused by the 
cabin.   
 

Cllr Green entered the meeting at 7.39pm. 
 

   6.1.2 Replacement of ‘fabric-looking’ map – discussion of Bishopthorpe 
History Group suggestions.  It was agreed the History Group can place 
a small cabinet in the top corridor and also go ahead with the 
replacement of the tired-looking map on the wall.  Action Clerk.    

    
  6.2 Sports and Leisure Management Committee 
   6.2.1 Management Committee Report – The following report was given: 

 
• The moles have been trapped and removed from the field to be  

released elsewhere.   
• Work is underway in the Sports Pavilion with a new toilet about 

to be fitted.  Floors have been replaced to a high standard.   
• Cllr. Harrison suggested the Parish Council may look to recoup 

some of the expense of the latest upgrade from the first builder 
who did not complete the job satisfactorily. 
 

   6.2.2 Request from Bishopthorpe Cricket Club for funding assistance for a 
bouncy castle – On behalf of Bishopthorpe Cricket Club Cllr. Astbury 
asked if the Parish Council would fund a bouncy castle to the sum of 
£200 for the fundraising Fun Day to be held on Sunday 8th June.  This 
request was seconded by Cllr. Gajewicz and agreed unanimously.   
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  6.3 Finance Committee 
   6.3.1 Committee Report – Following this month’s payments, the balance 

remaining in the Parish Council’s bank account will be approximately 
the value of one precept.  Whilst it is the aim of the Parish Council to 
always keep this amount in reserve, Cllr. Harrison cautioned the Parish 
Council to keep a close check on expenditure going forward.    
 

   6.3.2 Footpath (riverside) repair request – Item discussed at the beginning of 
the meeting. 

     
  6.4 Leases 
   6.4.1 Update – Cllr. Thornton confirmed she is in the process of arranging a 

meeting with the residents who live on the moorings to discuss issues 
brought to the Parish Council’s attention in the January meeting.  
 

   6.4.2 Request from residents of the moorings to remove the blue concrete 
bollard placed on the riverside – The blue concrete bollard was 
originally placed on the riverbank to prevent vehicular access on a 
section of the riverside path.  It was agreed its use has become 
obsolete as the access gate was moved from its original position, 
thereby allowing vehicle access.  The Parish Council agreed to remove 
the bollard.   
 
Cllr. Thornton offered to inform the residents who live on the moorings 
of this decision but will also point out there is no vehicular right of way 
across the land to the north of the metal gate along the riverside path.  
Action Cllr Thornton 
 

   6.4.3 Future of Field 84 – The meeting entered PART TWO.   
     
  6.5 Youth Support and Children’s Recreation 
   6.5.1 Monthly Park inspection – Minor issues were reported by Cllr. Gajewicz 

who had the inspection bag for February.  Replacement edging boards 
need to be installed and Cllr. Thornton suggested a request for 
volunteer help should be made on Facebook.  Cllr. Harrison agreed to 
action this suggestion.   
 
The bag was passed to Cllr George  for the upcoming month.   
 

   6.5.2 Email from J Bell concerning the collapse of a boundary wall – Cllr. 
Harrison passed a copy of the land deed to the resident to show the 
wall was under their ownership.  
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  6.6 Allotments 
   6.6.1 Monthly report – Cllr. George reported there are fourteen people on the 

waiting list for an allotment plot in Bishopthorpe.   
 
Cllr. George reported the water rates are due to increase by 18% this 
year and suggested this cost should be passed directly to allotment 
holders.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed the Parish Council 
will absorb the increase as a gesture of goodwill but may consider 
increased rents for the year 2026/2027.    

     
  6.7 Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues 
   6.7.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. Green reported the Vernon House trips have 

recommenced with the upcoming trip to Beverley full booked.   
 
The annual PAT test is due on the building.  Richard Williams Electrics 
will be asked to undertake the job.   
 

   6.7.2 Email from J Lever regarding use of the grass area behind Vernon House 
– Refer to comments at the beginning of the meeting.  
 

   6.7.3 New bench – Cllr. Astbury proposed the purchase of a new wooden 
bench for Vernon House at a cost of up to £1,000.  Cllr. Harrison asked 
Cllr. Astbury to research possibilities and bring details to the March 
meeting for decision.  Action Cllr Astbury.   
 
Cllr. Stephen suggested the building would benefit from clearer 
signage and offered to investigate the cost, also bringing details to the 
March meeting.  Action Cllr. Stephen  
 
Cllr. George reported the internet contract is due to expire shortly and 
presented a quote for £14.99 + vat from Quickline for a two-year 
contract.  Cllr. Harrison asked Cllr. George to confirm the contract is 
for two-years at £14.99 + vat ( with no tie-in extension) and only on this 
basis would the Parish Council consider moving to this company.   
 
There followed a long debate concerning the area of wildflowers 
proposed outside Vernon House.  Last year this elicited many 
complaints from residents who thought the grass area had been left 
uncut and in a mess, when it was actually the initial stage of a 
wildflower area.  Cllr. Harrison stressed the flowers this year must be 
obvious and not just a mass of tall grasses making the area look 
unkempt.  

    
  6.8 Web Site Management 
   6.8.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. George reported the website is up to date.   
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  6.9 Bishopthorpe Library 
   6.9.1 Monthly update – Cllr. Gajewicz attended the library committee 

meeting in January and report the library held a successful photo quiz 
on the 24th February.  Crowd funding has been set up to raise money for 
the new windows. 

    
  6.10 Environmental and Sustainability 
   6.10.1 Monthly Report – Nothing to report.   
    
  6.11 Community Emergency Planning 
   6.11.1 Monthly Update – Nothing to report.   

 
   6.11.1 New surface water pump – Nothing to report.    
    
  6.12 Bishopthorpe Orchard 
   6.12.1 Committee Update – Nothing to report  
     

25/25 7 Financial Transactions 
 

  7.1 Payments to approve  
   7.1.1 Cheque / Direct Debit payments 
   Amounts paid   
   H3G – Internet provision – Vernon House  22.98 
   GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions – Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00 
   B-Online – Internet provision Village Hall  40.13 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36)   160.00 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196)  227.41 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FO) 429.32 
   Ecotricity – Vernon House electricity supply 63.74 
   Total Amount paid £967.58 
     
     
   7.1.2 On-Line Banking payments 
   Amounts paid  
   Clerk’s Salary 888.00 
   Clerk’s Expenses (stationery) 4.99 
   M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager 437.50 
   Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses 0.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker  250.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses 0.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning 120.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses  0.00 
   Playdale – Annual playground inspection fee 312.00 
   Advance Fire – new fire blanket for Village Hall  136.68 
   Advance Fire – new fire blanket for Vernon House  41.94 
   York Diocese Board of Finance – half yearly Glebe payment  225.00 
   PRS for music, Village Hall licence 169.49 
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   Leon Haskins, deposit for ramp and internal fixtures, Sports Pavilion  5,785.00 
   A Powell, Sensory Garden locking – March 2024 to Feb 2025 1,008.00 
   Brunswick Organic Nursery – winter bedding in tubs, Main Street 112.08 
   Bartlett Tree experts – Sensory Garden maintenance 1,056.00 
   Leon Haskins – Balance payment for Sports Pavilion work 2,636.00 
   Business Stream – Sports Pavilion  138.24 
   Business Stream – Village Hall  1,559.83 
   Andy Mills Plumbing – Boiler service, Village Hall  230.00 
   Business Stream – Vernon House  45.34 
   On-line payment total  
   Payment Total     £16,123.67 
     
  7.2 Income Receipts  
   Amounts Received   
   Village Hall rental income 1,017.28 
   Sports Pavilion income 36.00 
   Vernon House income – January  317.20 
   Ward Grant for Sensory Garden  880.00 
     
   Total Income £2,250.48 
   

Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr 
George .  Carried Unanimously.   
 

25/26 8 School Governors 
  8.1 Infants School – Nothing to report.   

 
  8.2 Junior School – Cllr. Green reported the Junior School will hold a joint summer 

fare, with the Infants School, in June. 
    

25/27 9 Gordon Watkins Community Award 
  9.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report  
    

25/28 10 Pinfold 
  10.1 Committee Report – Cllr. Astbury will ask Brunswick Organic Nursery if they can 

remove the build up of dead leaves from the pinfold.  Action Cllr Astbury   
    

25/29 11 Sensory Garden 
  11.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report.   

 
  11.2 Mosaic repairs – Cllr. Astbury reported she is getting nowhere with the repairs 

and will ask Brunswick Organic Nursery if they have any suggestions.   
    

25/30 12 Police Liaison 
  12.1 Ward Manager’s Report – Cllr. George reported this is the second month no 

crime statistics have been shown on the central system.   
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25/31 13 Local Council Association  
  13.1 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – The next branch meeting will be chaired 

by Cllr. Harrison and held on the 13th March at Acaster Memorial Hall at 7pm.   
 

  13.2 White Rose updates – The City’s Mayor has £10m fund set aside for carbon 
negative projects in the city of York.  Cllr. Harrison suggested the Parish Council 
should apply for funds to finance solar panels on the Village Hall and Cllr. 
Thornton offered to investigate this.  Action Cllr Thornton  
 

  13.3 York Branch Meeting – 13th March 2025, Acaster Malbis Memorial Hall, 7pm – 
Noted.   
 

  13.4 Business Fire Safety Responsibilities and Update from South Yorkshire  
Fire & Rescue Services (SYFRS) - Tuesday, 11 February 2025 – Noted.   
 

  13.5 Planning enforcement and appeals Webinar - Wednesday, 12 February – Noted.   
 

  13.6 Training Opportunities April to September 2025 – Noted.   
 

  13.7 Training & Discussion Forums Programme February to March 2025 – Noted.   
 

  13.8 Play Area Inspection Training - Wednesday, 9 April – Noted.   
 

  13.9 North Yorkshire Council, Your Highway Authority Webinar - Thursday, 17 April – 
Noted.   
 

  13.10 Biodiversity Webinar - Tuesday, 4 March 2025 – Noted.   
   

25/32 14 Highway Matters 
  14.1 Floral displays – Brunswick Organic Nursery has replanted the large tub on the 

corner of Sim Balk Lane and at the same time removed the broken planters 
outside the row of shops opposite. 
 

  14.2 Inquiry Regarding Traffic Management and Safety Concerns in Copmanthorpe  
Related to Celkom Transport Ltd Operations – Cllr Nicholls and Cllr. Johnson are 
jointly working on this. 

    
25/33 15 Correspondence 

  15.1 City of York not covered elsewhere 
 

   15.1.1 None. 
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  15.2 Others  
   15.2.1 Bishopthorpe Festival – Cllr. Harrison reported the festival will be held 

on 14th September 2025 in Main Street.  The Committee has asked the 
Parish Council to fund the road closure to the sum of £770.   
 
Cllr. Harrison proposed the Parish Council should fund the closure.  
This was seconded by Cllr. Gajewicz and agreed unanimously. 

     
25/34 16 Ward Committee – Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr. 

Nicholls by email before the meeting : 
 

• 20mph – The Ward Councillor is about to deliver a survey to every resident in 
Bishopthorpe to ask their views on the speed limit to help form a village view. 

• No 11 bus – While the service continues to frustrate there are now a variety of 
solutions being looked at by First Bus and City of York Council.  These include 
adding another bus to the No11 service.  Once there are genuine options to 
consider they will be brought to a Ward Meeting for feedback.   

• Potholes – City Council final approval is needed but the Ward Councillor is 
hopeful of some good news shortly. 

 
• Ward Councillor, Michael Nicholls, can be contacted on email  

cllr.mnicholls@york.gov.uk   
    

25/35 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local 
Government Act 1972 
 

• Cllr Harrison was contacted by representatives from the Blueberry Academy 
asking if Bishopthorpe had a need for ‘Community Roles’ in the village.  Cllr. 
Harrison will refer the request to Cllr. Nicholls.   

 
25/36 18 Date and time of next meeting – Tuesday, 25th March 2025 at 7pm at the Village 

Hall.  
 
Meeting closed at 21.05 pm  
 

.    
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