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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 21st January at Vernon House, 
Vernon Way, Bishopthorpe.  
 
Four residents attended the meeting: 
 
Mr Mike Jones of Church Lane explained he was attending the meeting as a representative of the 
Charity of Thomas Annotson and wished to discuss the poor state of repair to a small section of 
riverside pathway.  Holes have been filled with broken bricks and crushed stone and are creating a 
tripping hazard for walkers.  Mr Jones asked if the Parish Council would consider making repairs.   
 
The land is not owned by the Parish Council and may be under private ownership: if so, this would 
prevent the Parish Council assisting with repairs.  Once ownership has been determined, Cllr. 
Thornton confirmed the Parish Council would be happy to assist with repairs if possible.  To move 
this matter forward Mr Jones will make enquiries into ownership, with assistance from the Ward 
Councillor.   
 
Three other residents, AN, Mr Sam Long and Ms Grace Wilson, attended the meeting to discuss 
issues arising at Bishopthorpe moorings.  AN explained she has lived on a mooring, which is located 
on private land, for twelve years.  Over the years the mooring’s residents have witnessed a number 
of complaints reported to the City Council by the Parish Council in connection with their lifestyle 
choices, which resulted in the City Council taking enforcement action.  This has caused undue 
stress to the mooring’s residents and AN explained they do not live in an offensive way and the Parish 
Council does not have the right to comment and report their lifestyle choices to the City Council as 
a matter of course.  The residents wish to work with the Parish Council and live a harmonious life.  To 
achieve this, AN made two requests of the Parish Council: one, to remove item 6.4 from all future 
Parish Council agendas, and two, to remove the blue concrete barrel on the riverbank that blocks 
vehicular access towards Bosuns / Ferry Lane.   
 
Cllr. Thornton apologised to AN on behalf of the Parish Council for any feelings of harassment felt to 
the mooring’s residents and gave a reassurance that there is no intention to review/observe/report 
on any activity specific to the riverbank beyond those items that would normally come to the 
attention of the Parish Council.  It was agreed that agenda point 6.4 will be reviewed as it no longer 
reflects the activities of the Parish Council accurately.  Cllr. Thornton explained the Parish Council 
cannot prevent private residents from bringing up any issues in the future and as way of comparison 
cited examples of when complaints are received about footpaths, roadways or hedges.  This leads 
to the Parish Council directly approaching the resident for resolution of the issue where there is a 
reasonable reason to do so.  AN accepted this as a means of achieving a supportive relationship with 
the Parish Council.   
 
Cllr. Thornton thanked the residents for their input to the meeting and confirmed the issues will be 
discussed and AN advised of the outcome.  The residents left the meeting at 7.25pm. 
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The Chair opened the meeting at 7.26 pm. 
 
Council Members Present: 
Cllr. Thornton (Chair), Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Nicholls, Cllr. Gajewicz, Cllr. Astbury, Cllr. 
Green, Cllr. Stephen and Cllr. Johnson. 
 

25/1 1 Recording the Meeting 
 
The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its 
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the 
Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014.  Bishopthorpe Parish Council is 
committed to being open and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making 
and therefore such recording is permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe 
Parish Council. Full rules for recording are available from the Clerk and those people 
recording any meeting will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have read 
them or not.   
 
All recording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of 
the public who do not want to be recorded must be respected.  All persons recording 
the meeting are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the 
meeting is not part of the formal meeting. 
 

25/2 2 Apologies for absence.   
 
Cllr. Harrison  
 

25/3 3 Declarations of Interest  
 
At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have 
in the business on this agenda.  Cllr. Thornton and Cllr. Astbury (as members of 
Bishopthorpe Cricket Club) declared an interest in item 6.2.1.  
 

25/4 4 Minutes of Meeting, 26th November 2024 
 
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. Astbury  and seconded by Cllr 
Jemison .  Carried unanimously by all who attended the meeting.  The minutes were 
signed by the Chairman. 
 

25/5 5 Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group 
  5.1 Notice of Applications received 
   5.1.1 28 Keble Park North. Two storey side extension.  24/02105/FUL.  No 

Objection  
 

   5.1.2 Arndene, Moor Lane.  Erection of one detached dwelling following 
demolition of a pair of semi-detached houses (resubmission).  
24/02171/FUL. No Objection  
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   5.1.3 Wylven, 5 Sim Balk Lane.  Air source heat pump to rear.  

24/02076/FUL.  No details sent to Planning Committee.  – No 
Objection. 
 

   5.1.4 20 Main Street.  Crown reduction of Ash/Sycamore group of five trees 
in rear garden (TG1) as per submitted specification – trees in Tree 
Conservation Area.  24/02254/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.5 1 Ferry Lane.  Re-pollard one lime tree in the rear garden  Tree in Tree 
Conservation Area.  24/02296/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.6 The Laurels, 44 Sim Balk Lane.  Fell two (species unknown) dead trees 
('L', 'M'), one Ash ('G'), 1 group of Elders ('I'), two Elders ('U', 'V'), one  
Forsythia and prune thirteen trees ('A', 'B', 'C', 'D', 'E', 'F', 'H', 'J', 'K', 'P', 
'R', 'S', 'T') as per submitted specifications. Planting of sixteen Laurel 
shrubs and fourteen Hornbeam - trees in a conservation area.  
24/02349/Tree Conservation Area.  No Objection  
 

   5.1.7 12 Maple Avenue.  Two storey side and rear extension and single 
storey rear extension.  25/00008/FUL.  No Objection  

    
  4.5.2 Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red) 
   5.2.1 1 Ferry Lane.  2.4m crown reduction and deadwood removal from one 

Horse Chestnut tree in Tree Conservation Area.  24/01964/Tree 
Conservation Area.  No Objection  Approved  
 

   5.2.2 The Palace, Bishopthorpe Road.  Installation of fencing to south-west 
boundary.  24/01722/FUL.  No Objection  Approved  
 

   5.2.3 The Palace, Bishopthorpe Road.  Installation of a 1.2m high timber 
picket fence and a post and wire fence within the dell grounds to the 
south of the Palace building.  24/01723/LBC.  No Objection  Approved  
 

   5.2.4 Ebor Hotel, Main Street.  External alterations including removal of the 
canopy over the front entrance and installation of the original overlight 
and voussoir lintel detail.  24/01853/LBC.  No Objection  Approved 
  

   5.2.5 47 Lang Road.  Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension, 
alternations to first floor rear window and new pitched roof to existing 
garage.  24/02046/FUL.  No Objection.  Approved  

     
  5.3 Large Householder Extension Notifications 
   5.3.1 None  
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  5.4 Other Planning Matters 
   5.4.1 PROW – Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 – Application to 

record a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry 
Lane, Bishopthorpe – Members of the Parish Council and two members 
of the public met with the Planning Inspector who visited the site on the 
14th January.  The final decision is pending.  

   
25/6 6 Services 

  6.1 Village Hall Management Committee 
   6.1.1 Management Committee Report – The following items were reported:  

 
• The Caretaker is arranging the annual gas check for the building.   
• A sign will be placed on the fire door requesting users to enter 

the building by the front door.  This will prevent undue wear on 
the newly varnished hall floor.   

• The hall floor will be re-varnished during February half-term.  
• Bishopthorpe History Group would like to place a notice cabinet 

on the corridor wall of the small upstairs meeting room.  The 
Parish Council agreed to this request providing the cabinet will 
not compromise the fire exist.  It was also suggested the current 
fabric map on the wall should be replaced with something more 
aesthetically pleasing.  Clerk to contact Linda Haywood.  
Action Clerk.   
 

   6.1.2 Co-op pop up shop proposal – The Co-Op on Main Street will be 
temporarily closed whilst undergoing an internal refit.  For the duration 
of the closure, the Co-Op is asking permission from the Parish Council 
to place a temporary cabin in a section of the Village Hall car park to 
sell essential items.   
 
Agreement in principal was granted to the request by the Parish 
Council.  Cllr. Thornton and The Caretaker will meet with the Co-Op to 
discuss the issue further.    

    
  6.2 Sports and Leisure Management Committee 
   6.2.1 Management Committee Report – Cllr. Nicholls reported three quotes 

have been requested from local builders, to build a new disabled 
access ramp and to complete the internal alterations / repairs.  Cllr. 
Thornton confirmed the quotes include the following work: completion 
of the shower area, flooring (the office and disabled toilet areas but not 
the corridor), fitting of a new internal door and a building a new 
disabled ramp for access.  Only two quotes were received; these were 
discussed in detail.   
 
Favouring the higher quote from Evolution, Cllr. Green proposed 
acceptance of the following -  
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OPTION 1 ramp design: 
Labour £3,580.00 
Materials £5,515.00 
Skip £270.00 
TOTAL £9,365.00   
 
This was seconded by Cllr. Stephen and agreed by the remaining five 
Parish Councillors.  (Cllr. Thornton and Cllr. Astbury declared an 
interest in this item as members of Bishopthorpe Cricket Club and 
refrained from voting.)  
 

• Skip – Cllr. Thornton has contacted Martins of York on 
numerous occasions to remove their skip.  This has been in 
front of the Sports Pavilion for over four months.   

• Moles – that appeared on the playing field have been removed 
and relocated by Yor-Pest.  

 
   6.2.2 Bishopthorpe Cricket Club development plan – Speaking as Chair of 

Bishopthorpe Cricket Club, Cllr. Thornton reported the Club are 
seeking Club Mark status through the ECB.  In order to achieve this the 
Club have created a Development Plan that includes the following 
aims – 
 

• To become more inclusive, with the aim of attracting more 
female and junior members to the Club.  

• To invest in equipment and field maintenance.  
• To make repairs to the scorebox and  
• To have a long term plan to build a new pavilion at the current 

site.  
 
Bishopthorpe Parish Council fully endorse and support the aims of 
Bishopthorpe Cricket Club as detailed in their Development Plan.   

     
  6.3 Finance Committee 
   6.3.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report  
     
  6.4 Field 84, Riverside and Footpaths Working Party 
   6.4.1 Update – Nothing to report.   

 
   6.4.2 Email from a moorings resident regarding riverside and footpaths 

working party – Cllr. Harrison emailed the resident in connection with 
this item before the meeting, supplying the requested information.   
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Addressing the points raised by AN at the beginning of the meeting Cllr. 
Thornton lead the following discussion: 
 
It was agreed  the Parish Council do need to use the monthly agenda to 
report on assets owned i.e. the allotments and any other leased 
property.  Cllr. Jemison proposed a change to the title of item 6.4 to 
‘Leases’ with effect from February 2025.  This will allow the Parish 
Council to continue to review those areas of land owned and/or 
managed by the Parish Council, including Field 84, but also covering 
land leases for other areas around the village.  This was seconded by 
Cllr. Astbury and agreed unanimously.  Action Clerk.   
 
The removal of the blue concrete bin / bollard was discussed.  It was 
pointed out this was placed on the riverside to prevent vehicular 
access across the bottom of Field 84 (heading towards Bosuns / Ferry 
Lane), to stop this area being used as a ‘racetrack’ as this is not a 
vehicular right of way.  However, if this structure impedes emergency 
access or egress in the event of rising water levels to mooring’s 
residents, its placement will have to be reconsidered.  The Parish 
Council is concerned that removing the bin, with no consideration of 
how to prevent illegal vehicular access, might generate a new set of 
problems.  Cllr. Thornton agreed to contact AN to discuss how vehicle 
access can be prevented if the concrete bin is removed and will include 
this item on the February agenda for further discussion.  Action Cllr 
Thornton. 

J      
  6.5 Youth Support and Children’s Recreation 
   6.5.1 Monthly Park inspection – Cllr. Astbury had the inspection bag for 

December / January and reported no issues.  The annual ROPSA 
inspection has been arranged for February.  The bag was passed to Cllr 
Gajewicz for the upcoming month.   

    
  6.6 Allotments 
   6.6.1 Monthly report – One plot has recently been re-le and thirteen people 

remain on the waiting list.   
     
  6.7 Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues 
   6.7.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. Green reported the AGM will be held in March 

when an increase in membership fees will be announced.    
    
  6.8 Web Site Management 
   6.8.1 Monthly Report – Cllr. George reported the website is up to date. 
    
  6.9 Bishopthorpe Library 
   6.9.1 Monthly update – Cllr. Gajewicz attended the ‘Friends of Bishopthorpe 

Library’ meeting held on the 20th January where it was reported fund 
raising events are going well.  The Murder Myster night was a great 
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success, as too were the talk on Charles Dickens and the Christmas 
Carol event held in the Sensory Garden.  On the 24th February 
Bishopthorpe Photography Club will hold a fundraising quiz starting at 
7.30pm, with a prize for the winner.    

    
  6.10 Environmental and Sustainability 
   6.10.1 Monthly Report – Nothing to report. 
    
  6.11 Community Emergency Planning 
   6.11.1 Monthly Update – Nothing to report. 

 
   6.11.1 New surface water pump – Nothing to report.  
    
  6.12 Bishopthorpe Orchard 
   6.12.1 Committee Update – Nothing to report  
     

25/7 7 Financial Transactions 
  7.1 Payments to approve  
     
   Cheque / Direct Debit Payments - December   
   H3G – Internet provision – Vernon House  22.98 
   GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions – Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00 
   B-Online – Internet provision Village Hall  40.13 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36) 160.00 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196) 253.85 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FO) 504.20 
   Total Amount paid £1,005.16 
     
   On-line Payments - December   
   Clerk’s Salary 888.00 
   Clerk’s Expenses (Ink £71.98, A4 paper £17.48, stationery £10.99) 100.45 
   Clerk’s backpay to April 2024 (£55 x 8 months) 440.00 
   M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager 437.50 
   Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses 0.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker  250.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses 0.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning 150.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses  0.00 
   Refund Cllr. George : Sports Pavilion keys cut  41.90 
   Ainsty Landscapes – cricket field cuts Aug to Nov 2024 630.00 
   Keys cut for Sensory Garden – refund to Cllr. Harrison  9.00 
   Richard X – repair of doorway surround at Village Hall  425.00 
   Dennis King Electrical Ltd – PAT testing at Sports Pavilion  208.20 
   Advance Fire – Biannual test, Vernon House  83.40 
   Advance Fire – Biannual test, Village Hall  130.20 
   On-line payments total  3,793.65 
   December Total £4,798.81 
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   Cheque / Direct Debit Payments - January  
   H3G – Internet provision – Vernon House  22.98 
   GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions – Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00 
   B-Online – Internet provision Village Hall  40.13 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36) 160.00 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196) 253.85 
   Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FO) 429.32 
   Fisher German  – Ransom strip annual payment  1.00 
   Fisher German – Glebe payment biannual  225.00 
   Total Amount paid £1,156.28 
     
     
   On-line Payments - January   
   Clerk’s Salary 888.00 
   Clerk’s Expenses 0.00 
   M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager 437.50 
   Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses 0.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker  250.00 
   C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses 0.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning 60.00 
   C Henk – Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses  0.00 
   York Bus Forum – annual subscription fee 15.00 
   Rebecca Clark – Play Area gate unlocking / locking (Aug to Dec 24) 444.00 
   Andy Mills Plumbing – Call out to faulty boiler, Village Hall  80.00 
   BT internet connection charge for 3 months, Clerk’s computer 90.60 
   City of York Council  waste collection – Sports Pavilion  75.00 
   City of York Council  - waste collection – Village Hall  81.50 
   City of York Council  - insurance recharge – Vernon House  148.60 
   HMRC Employer’s NIC contribution – 3 months  121.76 
   On-line payment total 2,691.96 
   January Total    £3,848.24 
     
     
  7.2 Income Receipts  
     
   Amounts Received (December and January combined)  
   Vernon House rental income 573.90 
   Playgroup quarterly income – third quarter 1300.00 
   Village Hall rental income 3695.55 
     
   Total Income £5,569.45 
     
  Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr Green  and seconded by Cllr 

George.  Carried Unanimously.   
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25/8 8 School Governors 
  8.1 Infants School – Nothing to report.  

 
  8.2 Junior School – Nothing to report. 
    

25/9 9 Gordon Watkins Community Award 
  9.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report. 
    

25/10 10 Pinfold 
  10.1 Committee Report – Nothing to report. 
    

25/11 11 Sensory Garden 
  11.1 Committee Report – Reporting by email before the meeting Cllr. Harrison 

confirmed he has applied for a Ward Grant to pay for the pruning /cutting back 
required in the Sensory Garden.  The work will be undertaken by Bartlett Tree 
Care in early February. 
 

  11.2 Mosaic repairs – Nothing to report.   
    

25/12 12 Police Liaison 
  12.1 Ward Manager’s Report – Cllr. George reported the total number of crimes 

reported for October 2024 are as follows: four anti-social behaviour, one 
criminal, one shoplifting and six violence. No crimes were reported for the 
month of November 2024.  

    
25/13 13 Local Council Association  

  13.1 Yorkshire Local Councils Association – Nothing to report. 
 

  13.2 White Rose updates – Noted. 
 

  13.3 Biodiversity Webnar – Tuesday 4th March 2025 – Noted. 
   

25/14 14 Highway Matters 
  14.1 Floral displays – Nothing to report.    

 
  14.2 Appleton Road bridge closure – Solar system way diversion – Noted.   
    

25/15 15 Correspondence 
  15.1 City of York not covered elsewhere 
   15.1.1 Online consultation regarding the introduction of a citywide Public 

Space Protection Order (PSPO) – Noted  
     
  15.2 Others  
   15.2.1 Promoting the Mayor’s consultation on funding for policing and fire and 

rescue services in York and North Yorkshire – Noted  
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   15.2.2 Email from Roger Bastin regarding the Appleton Road bridge repair and 
email from Robert West of Copmanthorpe Parish Council regarding 
Urgent Inquiry Regarding Traffic Management and Safety Concerns in 
Copmanthorpe Related to Celkom Transport Ltd Operations. 
 
Cllr. Thornton confirmed the Parish Council agreed with the 
sentiments of Roger Bastin’s email, which state it is a ‘most 
unsatisfactory state of affairs’ regarding the Appleton Road bridge.   
 
Once the bridge is repaired it is anticipated that the village will suffer 
increased amounts of lorry traffic.  The volume of lorries may rise even 
further if Celkom is granted a renewed licence to expand the size of 
their premises and it was agreed the village roads are not suitable for 
large lorries.   The business should be located next to a major road 
network - not in a quiet village location.   
 
As there is nothing in the current planning system regarding this, Cllr. 
Thornton commented it is impossible to lodge an objection against 
Celkom.  However, it is possible to join with neighbouring Parish 
Councils to object to the licence renewal application.  Interjecting, the 
Ward Councillor suggested contact with the Traffic Commissioner 
maybe more constructive and offered to pursue this line of contact on 
behalf of Bishopthorpe Parish Council.  A formal petition to the City 
Council may then be raised by the Ward Councillor.   
 
The Ward Councillor and representatives from both Bishopthorpe and 
Copmanthorpe Parish Councils will hold a meeting with the City 
Council to discuss the way forward.   
 
As an additional point under this heading, Cllr. Thornton reported Cllr. 
Harrison has requested a discussion with First York to discuss 
increasing the number of Bus 11 buses through the village and 
regulating the timetable. 

     
25/16 16 Ward Committee – Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr. 

Nicholls: 
 

• Potholes – Cllr. Nicholls encouraged the continual reporting of potholes to the 
City Council.  Two more have been reported and later repaired on Main Street 
this week.  

• A number of residents have come forward to set up a Dial and Ride service to 
the Doctors’ surgery in Copmanthorpe.  

• Permission has been granted to undertake a speed watch in the village.  
• The Ward Councillor will send a letter to every household in the village to gather 

views about the 20mph village-wide speed limit.   
• There is £2,821 remaining of this year’s Ward Budget. 
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• An approach has been made to the Ward Councillor by a local resident to 
create a ‘book swap’ in the telephone box on Main Street.  It was agreed this is 
unnecessary as the Social Club already run this type of scheme (directly behind 
the phone box).   

    
25/17 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local 

Government Act 1972 
 

• Cllr. Green confirmed an article will shortly appear in Link Magazine promoting 
Bishopthorpe Cricket Club.   

• Apologies from Cllr. Johnson for the February meeting.  
 

25/18 18 Date and time of next meeting – Tuesday, 25th February 2025 at 7pm at the Village 
Hall.  

 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm  


