BISHOPTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 2853

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 26" November 2024 at
Vernon House, Vernon Way, Bishopthorpe.

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.00 pm.

Mr Phil Cook, the owner of The Boatyard York Ltd, attended the meeting to put forward proposals for
redevelopment of Field 84. In line with the previous upgrade of facilities centred around Bosun’s
Restaurant, Mr Cook presented plans to place seven wooden log cabins in Field 84 to turn this area
into a high-end, short vacation destination. No trees (apart from two diseased Ash trees) will be
destroyed as the cabins will be strategically placed below the canopy of the existing trees to provide
a wildlife / woodland escape. It is proposed the footpath, currently dissecting the field down the
middle, will be re-routed to the boundary of the site with a Hawthorne hedge planted to separate it
fromthe log cabin site. Additional features, such as arope bridge to provide safe escape in the event
of flooding, will be considered as part of the overall project. As awider part of the development plan,
Mr Cook disclosed a ‘notice to leave’ has been served on the residential moorings that will allow all
the current river-view obstructions to be removed. Pontoons and fishing pods will be built along the
riverbank. City Cruises has also confirmed they will operate a boat ferry from the site into the middle
of York — the service willcommence in April 2025.

The following questions were raised by the Parish Council:

e Cllr. Harrison asked if the lawned area around the cabins will remain open for public use. Mr
Cook confirmed this may be restricted to cabin users but space could be booked for general
use, for example if Scout Camp wished to use the area.

e Inresponse to Cllr. Jemison’s enquiry as to how large the cabins will be, Mr Cook confirmed
two sizes could be placed on site — 5% m and 3 2 m to cater for differing family sizes. The
cabins will be serviced by the existing sewer system. Solar power will be explored but maybe
not viable if the cabins are located under the tree canopy. The cabins will be very heavily
insulated to prevent heat loss.

Mr Cook thanked the Parish Council for the time to present his plans and explained he wished to
seek positive engagement for the proposals before taking the matter to the planning stage.

Mr Cook left the meeting at 7.12pm

Following Mr Cook’s departure from the meeting the Parish Councillors discussed the proposal in
detail. Concerns were raised about the possible over commercialisation of Field 84 and the
subsequent restrictions that may be placed on the public use of the space. This matter will be
discussed further with Mr Cook, with the suggestion of a reduction in the number of cabins / parking
bays and the designation of an area for villagers to use. It was also commented if the Parish Council
allow the proposals to go ahead, it could generate a substantial increase in rent that could be
reinvested in other areas of the village to provide better services to the community. In conclusion
the Parish Council confirmed agreement in principle and will discuss public access issues before
granting full backing for the proposal.
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Council Members Present:

Cllr. Harrison, Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Nicholls, Cllr. Astbury, Cllr. Green, Cllr. Stephen and

Cllr. Johnson.
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24/173

24/174

24/175

24/176

1

Recording the Meeting

The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the
Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014. Bishopthorpe Parish Council is
committed to being open and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making
and therefore such recording is permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe
Parish Council. Full rules for recording are available from the Clerk and those people
recording any meeting will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have read
them or not.

Allrecording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of
the public who do not want to be recorded must be respected. All persons recording
the meeting are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the
meeting is not part of the formal meeting.

Apologies for absence.
Cllr. Thornton and Cllr. Gajewicz
Declarations of Interest

At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have
in the business on this agenda. No items were declared.

Minutes of Meeting, 22" October 2024

Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr George and seconded by Cllr.
Astbury . Carried unanimously by all who attended the meeting. The minutes were
signed by the Chairman.

Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group
5.1 Notice of Applications received
5.1.1 Ebor Hotel, Main Street. External alterations including removal of the
canopy over the front entrance and installation of the original overlight
and voussoir lintel detail. 24/01853/LBC. No Objection

5.1.2 1 Ferry Lane. 2.4m crown reduction and deadwood removal from one
Horse Chestnut tree in Tree Conservation Area. 24/01964/Tree
Conservation Area. No Objection

5.1.3 The Palace, Bishopthorpe Road. Installation of fencing to south-west
boundary. 24/01722/FUL. No Objection
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4.5.2

5.3

54

51.4

5.1.5

5.1.6

50 Church Lane. 25% crown reduction of one Silver Birch (near
garden) —tree in Tree Conservation Area. 24/02058/Tree Conservation
Area. No Objection

Church View, 52 Church Lane. 20% crown reduction of four
Jacquemontii Birch and up to 1.5m lateral branch reduction over
neighbouring property (rear garden) — trees in Tree Conservation Area.
24/02059/Tree Conservation Area. No Objection

47 Lang Road. Two storey rear extension, first floor side extension,
alternations to first floor rear window and new pitched roof to existing
garage. 24/02046/FUL. No Objection

Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red)

5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

5.24

5.2.5

Arndean, Moor Lane. Erection of one dwelling following demolition of
two semi-detached houses. 24/00364/FUL. No Objection. Refused.

Pickersgill Consultancy & Planning, Garth Mews, Sim Balk Lane.
Installation of glazed doors to side. 24/01559/FUL. No Objection.
Approved

Pickersgill Consultancy and Planning, Garth Mews, Sim Balk Lane.
Installation of French doors to side elevation. 24/01552/LBC. No
Objection. Approved

Woodthorpe Dental Care Ltd, 30 Sim Balk Lane. Erection of a two
storey dental facility with associated landscaping and parking
following demolition of existing bungalow. 24/01288/FUL. No
Objection Approved

The Orchard, 21 Main Street. Up to 1.5m crown reduction of one Oak
tree in conservation area. 24/0112/Tree Conservation Area. No
Objection. Approved

Large Householder Extension Notifications

5.3.1

None

Other Planning Matters

5.4.1

PROW - Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 — Application to
record a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry
Lane, Bishopthorpe - Cllr. Harrison reported the City Council
submitted an objection very close to the deadline for response thus
giving the Parish Council no time to reply. An extension was soughtand
was granted to the Parish Council and Cllr. Harrison confirmed a
response to the objection has been presented in the final submission.
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The request to make this path a PROW was first made in 1994 to the
City Council by the Parish Council. This was before the formation of St
Andrew's Trust, the body who now strongly objects to the proposal.
Despite numerous years of chasing a decision, the City Council
remained uncooperative and silent on the matter until twenty four
years later when in 2018 the Parish Council was notified the request
would be considered. The request was turned down at that stage
stating the ground was consecrated and therefore a PROW was not
allowed to cross it. This statement was challenged by the Parish
Council and despite the current objections from the City Council and
St Andrew's Trust, the Parish Council are pursuing the request to
officially make the path a PROW for the benefit of the community.

A Planning Inspector will visit the site in early 2025 before the final
decision is reached.

24177 6 Services
6.1 Village Hall Management Committee
6.1.1 Management Committee Report —

e Cllr. Harrison offered to contact Braids by Olivia to confirm the
booker has sufficient public liability insurance to cover her
booking period from December 14™ to January 5. Action Cllr
Harrison.

e Cllr. George suggested the Bowls Club may be interested in
creating a new group for the winter months — carpet bowls —
which could be played inside the Village Hall. However it was
confirmed they already use indoor facilities elsewhere in York.

e Cllr. Stephen reported repairs to the Village Hall floor will take
place during the week commencing 17™" February 2025.

6.2  Sports and Leisure Management Committee
6.2.1 Management Committee Report —

e Two new door keys have been cut by 1t Call Lock and Key Shop
Ltd. Cllr. George reported itwas necessary to use the code from
the master key to arrange this as they are security keys.

e An electricity meter has been installed by Eon.

e Cllr. Nicholls reported a list has been created to record all the
snag issues at the Sports Pavilion. These will then be costed
and presented to the Parish Council for consideration.

e Cllr.Harrisonreported Bishopthorpe Cricket Club had an article
published about them in The Yorkshire Post. The article
detailed how the cricket club has pulled back from the brink of
collapse at the beginning of the season to field two teams in the
summer leagues, one of which won promotion to a higher
division. There is also a social team who meet on Sundays and
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6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

midweek. The Club’s achievement was honoured at the
Yorkshire Cricket Board Collective Awards at Headingly when
the they won the award for Connecting Communities. The
Parish Council would also like to congratulate Bishopthorpe
Cricket Club on a successful year.

6.2.2 Cricket scorebox rebuild — Nothing to report

Finance Committee

6.3.1 Committee Report - Clerk’s Salary - Following the National
Association of Local Councils Joint PayScale guidelines for 2024/25,
Cllr. Harrison proposed an increase in the Clerk’s salary from £833 to
£888 per month (£10,656 per annum) with immediate effect. The pay
increase is backdated to April 2024. This was seconded by Cllr. Green
and agreed unanimously. The Clerk thanked the Parish Councillors for
agreeing the increase.

Cllr. Harrison proposed the precept, which has been held at £35k since
March 2020, will be increased next year to £36k. This was seconded by
Cllr Jemison and agreed unanimously.

6.3.2 Reminder — If negotiating with a contractor on behalf of the Parish
Council, Councillors were reminded payment of invoices will be made
on the Thursday following the Parish Council meeting, with rare
exception.

Field 84, Riverside and Footpaths Working Party
6.4.1 Update - Comments made at the beginning of the meeting.

Youth Support and Children’s Recreation

6.5.1 Monthly Park inspection — Cllr Harrison had the inspection bag for
October / November. The bag was passed to Cllr. Astbury for the
upcoming month.

Allotments
6.6.1 Monthly report — Cllr. George reported the waiting lists for both sites
have increased to fifteen people.

Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues
6.7.1 Monthly Report — Cllr. Green reported Vernon House trips will
recommence in 2025 following help offered by new volunteers.

Web Site Management
6.8.1 Monthly Report — Cllr. George has updated the web site with flood
contact details.
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24/178

7

6.9

6.10

6.12

Bishopthorpe Library

6.9.1

Monthly update — By email before the meeting Cllr. Gajewicz reported
the Murder Myster night, held as a fund raising event at the library, was
asuccess.

Following a recent fire evacuation test library staff reported there are
two routes of escape: from the front door or from the side door. If
vacating by the side doorinto the Sensory Garden itis possible the gate
could be locked restricting safe escape to Main Street. Cllr. Harrison
arranged for a set of keys to be cut for the gate and gave these to the
library Manager.

Environmental and Sustainability

6.10.1

Monthly Report - Cllr. Green reported the Repair Café will be held in the
Village Hall on Saturday 11 January commencing at 10.30am. Help is
needed for the day and Parish Councillors were asked to contact Cllr.
Green directly.

Community Emergency Planning

6.11.1

6.11.1

Monthly Update — Nothing to report

New surface water pump — Cllr. Harrison offered to contact Yorkshire
Water to ask if their manhole could be used in connection with the
installation of a new surface water pump.

Bishopthorpe Orchard

6.12.1

Committee Update — Nothing to report.

Financial Transactions

7.1

Payments to approve

7.1.1

Cheque / Direct Debit payments

Amounts paid

H3G - Internet provision — Vernon House 22.98
GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions - Village Hall internet maintenance 24.00
B-Online — Internet provision Village Hall 40.13
Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36) 160.00
Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196) 253.85
Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FQO) 360.00
Ecotricity — Vernon House electricity supply 0.00
Business Stream —Vernon House 45.34
Business Steam - Village Hall 216.38
Business stream - Sports Pavilion 120.21

Total Amount paid £1,242.89
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24/179

24/180

8

9

7.2

7.1.2 On-Line Banking payments

Amounts paid

Clerk’s Salary

Clerk’s Expenses

M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager

Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses

C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker

C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses

C Henk - Sports Pavilion cleaning

C Henk - Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses

Sports Turf Services Ltd — Grass cutting cricket field, Ferry Lane
Andrew’s Garden Services Play Area grass cuts

Allied Westminster — Village Hall insurance (£3199.81 2023/24)
P2U Electrics — Florescent light replacement Village Hall

P2U Electrics — Installation of lights under stage Village Hall
YES - Repairs to stopped lift, Village Hall

Can Be Asked Handyman - replacement door sill at Sports Pavilion
D King Electrical Ltd. — PAT testing at Village Hall

York Christmas Trees — Sensory Garden Christmas tree

Cllr. Harrison — Sensory Garden plants / bulbs

On-line payment total
Payment Total

Income Receipts

Amounts Received

Village Hall rentalincome
Vernon House rentalincome
Playgroup third quarter rental

Total Income

Green. Carried Unanimously.

School Governors
Infants School — Cllr. Nicholls reported a meeting is to be held on the 27™
November at Fulford to discuss the potential merging of the two Trusts.

8.1

8.2

Junior School — Nothing to report.

Gordon Watkins Community Award

9.1

Committee Report— Nothing to report.

833.00
0.00
437.50
58.09
250.00
8.55
150.00
0.00
144.00
415.00
3,677.73
370.00
300.00
99.00
190.62
160.80
390.00
48.10

7,532.39

£8,775.28

2,020.60
439.00
1,300.00

£3,759.60

Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr Jemison and seconded by Cllr
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24/181

24/182

24/183

24/184

24/185

24/186

10

11

12

13

14

15

Pinfold

10.1

Committee Report — Nothing to report.

Sensory Garden

11.1

Committee Report — Cllr. Harrison reported the main plot has been cleared and
new spring bulbs planted. Bartlett Tree Care have been contacted to undertake
the cut back of large shrubs and trees.

Mosaic repairs — Brunswick Organic Nursery and will assess the work needed to
repair the mosaic in the Sensory Garden.

Police Liaison

12.1

Ward Manager’s Report — Cllr. George reported the total number of crimes for
September 2024 are as follows: 6 anti-social behaviour and 1 burglary.

Local Council Association

13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

Yorkshire Local Councils Association — Cllr. Harrison stated member training is
open to all Parish Councillors.

White Rose updates — Parish Councils cannot legally hold remote meetings at
the moment — government is looking at the legislation governing this.

Royal Garden Party 2025 — No councillor expressed a desire to attend.

VE Day 8" May 2025 - Noted

Highway Matters

14.1

Floral displays — Brunswick Organic Nursery has confirmed they will undertake
the planting of spring and summer bulbs in the planters on Main Street.

Under this heading Cllr. Harrison raised the issue of the gap in the newly painted
yellow lines on Acaster Lane. The City Council has been advised about this and
are looking into it.

Following discussions with neighbouring Parish Councils Cllr. Harrison
reported a lack of support for Bishopthorpe regarding the HGV lorries, which are
expected to return to the village following the repair of Appleton Road bridge.

Correspondence

15.1

15.2

City of York not covered elsewhere

15.1.1 None

Others

15.2.1 Copmanthorpe Parish Council, blister pack at the Doctors surgery — It
was agreed Bishopthorpe Parish Council will not contribute to the
expense of blister pack collection (around £800 a year) at the doctors
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surgery in Copmanthorpe. Cllr. Harrison offered to inform
Copmanthorpe Parish Council. Action Cllr Harrison

241187 16 Ward Committee — Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr.
Nicholls:

e The fourth Ward Committee meeting was held recently attracting more than
100 people from the village.

e The 20mph speed limit is subject to a six-month review and comments were
gathered to take forward to the City Council. The limit will only be made
permanent with agreement from the village — despite York Mix reporting a
decision has already been reached. The Ward Councillor Cllr. Nicholls
suggested a decision by ballot is being considered to ensure the 20mph
limitation has the backing of the people of Bishopthorpe.

e First Bus 11, which it was agreed is not a reliable service, may see changes to
the South Bank loop to improve its efficiency.

e Thereremains a balance of £4,000 in the Ward Fund that must be spent before
the financial year-end (March 2025) or lost. Applications can be sent to The
Ward Councillor, Michael Nicholls on cllr.mnicholls@york.gov.uk

e Potholes - Cllr. Nicholls reported the village has some good volunteers and
potholes are being reported to the City Council and subsequently filled.
However, some village roads are in such a bad state of repair that they need
resurfacing completely.

e Cllr Harrison reported the flashing speed warning signs cannot be
reprogrammed and have been switched off until the 20mph or 30mph speed
limit for the village is decided.

24/188 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local
Government Act 1972

e Cllr Harrison gave his apologies for January meeting.

24189 18  Date and time of next meeting - Tuesday, 21 January 2025 at 7pm at the Village
Hall.

Meeting closed at 8.21 pm
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