BISHOPTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 2885

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 25" March 2025 at the Village
Hall, Bishopthorpe.

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.02pm.

No other parishioners were present.

Council Members Present:

Cllr. Harrison, Cllr. Thornton, Cllr. Jemison, Cllr. George, Cllr. Nicholls, Cllr. Astbury, Cllr. Stephen
and Cllr. Johnson (to 8.24pm).
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Recording the Meeting

The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of Bishopthorpe Parish Council, its
committees, sub committees and any joint committees is established under the
Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014. Bishopthorpe Parish Council is
committed to being open and transparent in the way it conducts its decision making
and therefore such recording is permitted under the lawful direction of Bishopthorpe
Parish Council. Full rules for recording are available from the Clerk and those people
recording any meeting will be deemed to have accepted them whether they have read
them or not.

Allrecording must be undertaken in an obvious way and the wishes of any members of
the public who do not want to be recorded must be respected. All persons recording
the meeting are reminded that the ‘Public Participation’ period at the beginning of the
meeting is not part of the formal meeting.

Apologies for absence.

Cllr. Gajewicz and Cllr Green.

Declarations of Interest

At this point Councillors are asked to declare any prejudicial interests they may have
in the business on this agenda. Cllr. George declared an interest in item 5.1.4. and
refrained from comment on the application.

Minutes of Meeting, 25" February 2025.

Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. Astbury and seconded by Cllr

Jemison . Carried unanimously by all who attended the meeting. The minutes were
signed by the Chairman.
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25/4 5 Consideration of Planning Matters and recommendations of the Planning Group

5.1

4.5.2

5.3

54

Notice of Applications received

5.1.1 The Vicarage, 48 Church Lane. Various crown pruning, lifting works
to two Sycamore trees in a Conservation Area. 25/00317/Tree
Conservation Area. No Objection

5.1.2 9a Newlands Road. Lateral prune of one Ocak tree to formalise and
contain growth. Reduce back from neighbouring property to leave
approximately two metres. 25/00359/Tree Preservation Order. No
Objection

5.1.3 St Andrew’s Church Hall, Church Lane. Installation of solar panels
to the roof of St Andrew’s Church Hall. 25/00018/FUL. No Objection

5.1.4 25 The Coppice. Single storey rear and front extensions after removal
of the conservatory. 25/00313/FUL. No Objection

5.1.5 1 The Orchard. Remove two lower limbs from one Oak tree, remove
dead and dysfunctional material over 50 mm in diameter — protected
by Tree Preservation Order CYC67. 25/00513/Tree Preservation Order.

No Objection

5.1.6 14 Lang Road. Two and single storey side extensions, single storey
rear extension and detached garden room to rear. 25/00437/FUL. No
Objection

5.1.7 1 Lamplugh Crescent. Enlarged dormers to front and rear.

25/00470/FUL. No Objection

Notice of decisions given (Parish Council decisions are highlighted in red)

5.2.1 12 Maple Avenue. Two storey side and rear extension and single
storey rear extension. 25/00008/FUL. No Objection. Approved

5.2.2 Wylven, 5 Sim Balk Lane. Air source heat pump to rear.
24/02076/FUL. No Objection. Approved

Large Householder Extension Notifications

5.3.1 None

Other Planning Matters

5.4.1 PROW - Section 53 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1989 — Application to
record a public footpath from Chantry Lane, Bishopthorpe to Ferry
Lane, Bishopthorpe - The Parish Council has received formal
notification from the Planning Inspectorate that the application to
make the pathway a PROW has not been granted.

The meeting entered PART TWO.
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2542 6 Services
Village Hall Management Committee

Management Committee Report — Cllr. Thornton gave the following
update:

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.1.1

It is proving difficult to obtain a grant to install solar panels on
the Village Hallroof as the projectis considered too small. Ifthe
Parish Council were to consider installing solar panels on the
Village Hall, Sports Pavilion and Vernon House as a joint
application, it may receive a more positive response.

The newly varnished floor has been damaged by a children’s
party who ran a train across it. The hirer has been contacted
and advised they are responsible for the cost of repairs.

The Parish Council has asked users / hirers to enter the hall by
the main entrance, instead of opening the fire door, to protect
the hall floor. However this request is being consistently
ignored. In future, the Caretaker will undertake spot checks.
There have been incidents of low level vandalism in the
entrance hall caused by a group of youths entering the open hall
and congregating in the lobby space when classes are using the
main hall. As a consequence damage has been caused to the
lift and classes have been disrupted. The Caretaker and ClLr.
Thornton have contacted the parents of those concerned and
the cost of lift repairs will be passed on to them. Access to the
hall will, in future, be by keypad code and the hall door will not
be left unlocked. All users have been advised by letter.

Sports and Leisure Management Committee

6.2.1

Management Committee Report—

A budget of £9,365 was agreed to make the Sports Pavilion
disabled user compliant. However the new builder has
encountered issues caused by the former building company
that will increase the cost to £11,631. The Parish Council has
no alternative than to complete the project at the higher cost
but agreed the former company (TimCo Plumbing) will be
pursued for reimbursement. Action Cllr Harrison and Cllr.
Nicholls

Finance Committee

6.3.1

Leases

6.4.1

Committee Report — The payment for double taxation has been
confirmed of £9,315.03 and will be made to the Parish Council before

the financial year end.

Update — Nothing to report
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6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.4.2

Canoe event to be held on slipway 13" September 2025 - Cllr. Jemison
confirmed this fund-raising event will take place, as it has in previous
years, using the slipway for access to the river. The event organisers
will liaise directly with The Boatyard York Ltd.

Youth Support and Children’s Recreation

6.5.1

Monthly Park inspection — Cllr. George had the inspection bag for April
and reported only a small amount of litter was deposited in the park
during the past month. The graffiti has been removed and a new foam
bumper stop-pad fitted to the side gate.

The annual inspection has been undertaken and reported the park is
compliant with legislation. A few suggestions were made to replace

worn components and a quote has been requested from Playdale.

The bag was passed to Cllr. Johnson for the upcoming month.

Allotments

6.6.1

Monthly report — Cllr. George reported the following items:

e Fourteen villagers and one non-villager are on the waiting list.
e One allotment has recently been re-let.

Senior Citizens Support, Vernon House and Accessibility Issues

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.7.3

Monthly Report — Cllr George checked the defibrillator at night but
couldn’t see to enter the code number because it was too dark and
suggested the Parish Council should consider installing a trigger
sensitive night light on the building. This suggestion was rejected as it
would cause neighbour irritation.

New wooden bench — Cllr. Astbury presented a quote from ‘Make Me
Something Special’ for £978 to install a new wooden bench with an
inscription and floor pegs included in the price. It was agreed the best
place for this would be adjacent to the wall at the front of the building.
Before proceeding, Cllr. Astbury will measure the space to ensure
ramp access will not be obstructed. Action Cllr Astbury.

New ‘“Vernon House’ sign — A new sign clearly advertising the
community building will cost approximately £100 (to include
installation). The Parish Council will be able to design the sign and
select the font. Cllr. Stephen was asked to research an appropriate
design and bring ideas to the next Parish Council meeting. Action Cllir.
Stephen.

Web Site Management

6.8.1

Monthly Report — Cllr. George reported the website is up to date.
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6.9

6.10

6.12

Bishopthorpe Library
6.9.1 Monthly update — Nothing to report.

Environmental and Sustainability
6.10.1 Monthly Report — Nothing to report.

Community Emergency Planning
6.11.1

Monthly Update — Clir Nicholls attended the Yorkshire Local Councils

Association emergency planning conference in Bedale last week and

reported a number of good ideas were discussed.

Bishopthorpe Orchard
6.12.1 Committee Update — Nothing to report.

Financial Transactions

7.1

Payments to approve

7.1.1 Cheque / Direct Debit payments

Amounts paid

H3G - Internet provision — Vernon House

GoCardless, York Wi-Fi Solutions - Village Hall internet maintenance
B-Online - Internet provision Village Hall

Monthly direct debit to E-On Sports Pavilion Electricity (A-CA601F36)
Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Electricity (A-BB34F196)
Monthly direct debit to E-On Village Hall Gas (A-724142FQ)

Ecotricity — Vernon House electricity supply

Total Amount paid

7.1.2 On-Line Banking payments

Amounts paid

Clerk’s Salary

Clerk’s Expenses (colour cartridges £51.77 & stamps £22)

M Haynes - Village Hall Facilities Manager

Village Hall Facilities Manager expenses

C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker

C Julie Bradley - Vernon House Caretaker expenses

C Henk — Sports Pavilion cleaning

C Henk — Sports Pavilion cleaning expenses

Flooring Contracts Ltd — Sand & seal Village Hall floor
Yor-Pest Control — Mole removal from Sports Pavilion field
Cllr. George — Graffiti Remover

A Powell — Sensory Garden gate locking / unlocking daily
Yorkshire Local Councils Association Regional training day Cllr. Stephen
Electrotest — PAT test at Vernon House

22.98
24.00
40.13
277.77
227.41
539.54
106.22

£1,238.05

888.00
73.77
437.50
0.00
250.00
0.00
90.00
0.00
4,860.00
260.00
13.00
84.00
70.00
65.00
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7.2

Ben Lishman — Maintenance at Play Area 649.75
Leon Haskins — completion payment for Sports Pavilion ramp 2,175.00
On-line payment total 9,916.02
Payment Total £11,154.07

Income Receipts
Amounts Received

Village Hall rental income 874.16
Recalled payment - Fisher German 225.00
Total Income £1,099.16

Approval of financial transactions proposed by Cllr Thornton and seconded by Cllr
Jemison. Carried Unanimously.

School Governors

8.1

8.2

Infants School — Cllr. Nicholls reported the two academies have merged. The
school has just undergone an Ofsted Inspection and been awarded the
classification of ‘Good’.

Junior School - Nothing to report.

Gordon Watkins Community Award

9.1

Committee Report-This award was created by the Millenium Trustin the village
in the year 2000. It ran very successfully for twenty years but has now come to
the point of exhaustion with no nominations put forward in the past few years.
Cllr. Harrison suggested it may be time to cease the award.

Cllr. Thornton suggested one last attempt to revive interest and offered to bring
forward to the next meeting new ideas. Action Cllr Thornton.

Pinfold

10.1

Committee Report—ClLr. Astbury reported Brunswick Organic Nursery has been
emailed to arrange clearing the leaves away from the pinfold but no response
has been received.

Sensory Garden

11.1

11.2

Committee Report— A new lilac tree has been planted in the Sensory Garden.

Mosaic repairs —This item has been on the agenda for seven years and various
Councillors over those years have tried in vain to arrange repairs. Cllr. Thornton
suggested an activity may be devised for the Village Festival Day in September,
which could create a new mosaic as a fund raising event. Further investigation
would be needed for this venture and will be considered and presented in next
month’s meeting. Action Cllr Thornton.
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Police Liaison
121 Ward Manager’s Report — Cllr. George reported the statistics are missing from
the police website for the period November to January.

Local Council Association

13.1  Yorkshire Local Councils Association — Chairing the last meeting of Yorkshire
Local Councils Association Cllr. Harrison reported the Bus 11 was discussed in
detail. Various options are being considered by the City Council and First Bus
to create a more efficient, reliable service.

Cllr Stephen attended a ‘Talking Tables’ Yorkshire Local Councils Association
course and found it helpful and informative.

13.2  White Rose updates — Noted.

Highway Matters

14.1  Floraldisplays —Uponrequest of the Parish Council, Brunswick Organic Nursery
has replaced the flower barrels in Main Street. However the both the barrels and
the planted flowers are smaller than expected, creating less impact. The Parish
Council agreed a new provider will be sought. Action Cllr Astbury.

14.2  Celkom Transport Ltd Operations — Appleton Road bridge repairs are due for
completion on the 31%* March. It is expected the HGVs will return to the village
following completion. Cllr. Nicholls, as Ward Councillor, is investigating ways
to alleviate the impact this will have on Bishopthorpe.

Correspondence
15.1  City of York not covered elsewhere

15.1.1 None

15.2  QOthers
15.2.1 None

Ward Committee — Ward Committee update report from Ward Councillor Cllr.
Nicholls:

e The City Council has announced eight roads are to be completely resurfaced in
York during 2025 and Cllr. Nicholls confirmed Maple Avenue will be one of
them. Keble Park North has an equally bad pot-hole situation and Cllr. Nicholls
will continue to push for road this to be completely resurfaced in the following
financialyear.

e The Ward Councillor has undertaken a village-wide survey to canvass opinion
on the trial 20mph speed restrictions. From responses received to date, 50%
wantto keep the restriction, 26% want to keep the restrictions but with changes
applied and 24% want to remove the restriction entirely and go back to the
30mph limit. (These figures may change as more surveys are returned.)
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e The ward grant has been spent for the financial year.

e When Appleton Road bridge is fully repaired a lorry count will be undertaken to
see if a second Crossing Person is justified for Sim Balk Lane.

e The survey showed a positive response to the ‘dial and ride’ community
transport service. Cllr. Astbury commented it would be good if the new scheme
could incorporate emergency appointment provision.

e The path leading from The Orchard to the Sustrans path is under consideration
for widening.

e Ward Councillor, Michael Nicholls, can be contacted on email
cllr.mnicholls@york.gov.uk

Cllr. Johnson left the meeting at 8.24pm.

25/53 17 Any other business, which the Chairman considers urgent under the Local
Government Act 1972

e None
2554 18 Date and time of next meeting -Tuesday, 22" April 2025 at 7pm at the Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 8.32 pm
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